Introduction

economic theories, which were opposed in early
days to the commercial enterprises of the
English in the East Indies.

Ptolemy, the geographer, has a great deal of
information on India in his work, and though
he is less accurate as to details than the author
of the Periplus, he yet exhibits a large amount of
topographicalknowledge. Mr Major not inaptly
styles him the Hakluyt of his day.*

Intercourse now continued without interrup-
tion until the reign of Justinian, though there
was but little accretion of actual knowledge. A
slight decline was noticeable after the partition
of the Roman Empire, though as long as the
Eastern Empire survived it remained the centre
of a vigorous commercial intercourse between
East and West. Towards the close of the first
half of the sixth century a merchant named
Cosmas, who traded extensively in the Red
Sea, wrote an account of the commerce between
Egypt asid India in his day, and gained for him-
self the title of " Indicopleustes." His evidence
for the condition of the Indian trade is very
clear, and gives the Tofiographia Christiana,
which is still preserved, high rank in the litera-
ture of the subject.f

every other quarter of the globe, come at length to be absorbed in Hindo-
stan." (Bernier, Irving Brock's Translation, p. 226, vol. j.)

* India in the Fifteenth Century (Hakluyt Society Publication).

t It is worthy of remark that embassies of " Indians " to the Roman
Emperor were not unknown, though the exact meaning of the word
*' Indians" is not always beyond dispute. Gibbon (chap, xviii) mentions